INTRODUCTION

Isolation of the National Movement, 1934-35
With the coordinated efforts of P. Sundaraiah, Andhra Branch of the CPI was formed in September 1934.
Guided by the resolution of the Sixth Congress of the Comintern, the CPI broke its connection with the Indian National Congress and declared INC as a Class Party of the bourgeoisie. Similarly, Andhra Communists developed a hostile attitude towards the Congress Party to organize independent fronts by forming "labor protection leagues" in 1934. While drafting the constitution and programs, they made it a point to exclude the Congress members in giving the membership of the leagues. For example, Nellore Labour Protection League was formed on the 1st July, 1935 by P. Sundaraiah and other Communists. About the membership, its constitution stated, "One who is not a member of the Indian National Congress, or Communal organizations, or members of any other association, which are against the interests of the workers and who is above 15 years of age, and accepts the objects and the program are eligible for membership on paying one annual per year." 
IMPERIALIST-WAR, 1939-41
The Congress Party was reluctant to start Satyagraha immediately after the outbreak of the World War II in 1939.
In October 1940, it adopted an individual Satyagraha campaign under the leadership of Gandhi. The Communist Party differed with the program of the INC and stated that, the imperialist war should be transformed into a war of National Liberation, and appealed Congress leadership to adopt immediate measures to launch a mass struggle. The Communists were of the opinion that the Congress Satyagraha campaign would serve no useful purpose. They were of the view that the participation of the workers and peasants in the struggle for independence with their own weapons, their own forms of struggle would be more meaningful than the Congress Party's 'individual Satyagraha'. The Communists intensified their anti-war agitation. 9 They opposed the move of the Congress Party's program of celebrating Independence Day, and as a counter move, it gave a radical plan of action. They instructed that, "Workers and students should strike work that day. All shop keepers should observe hartal, ryots, workers, and students, shop keepers, why for the matter of that, every person desiring independence should participate in the programme which the local Congress committees will carry out and make a grand demonstration against imperialistic rule and the war and for independence." 10 A confidential report reads, The
Communist Party appealed the people to refrain from the reformist programmes of the Congress Party, their circular reads:
"We, the Communists once again warn the Congress and the people that this world war is most convenient now for getting
independence. There is no use of looking forward at those, who are in the attempts at compromise." 11 However, the 12 It adopted anti-struggle, anti-strike line. A line of avoiding mass struggles was worked out on the plea that they would damage the war efforts or help pro-fascist elements to sabotage. To help the British war efforts, it gave the programme "grow more food". 13 The new programme of the party failed to convince the workers, as a result, it started losing its control over the workers' unions. The Andhra PC got demoralized with the severe exposition of the Central Committee (CC). The Andhra PC now decided to implement the CC line. It applied the slogan of 'more production' and anti-strike policy to all industries and chalked out a programme for all the trade unions, though unwillingly and as a matter of discipline. However, in some occasions the PC escaped the implementation of this slogan, by arguing in the following way, "the Party policy is against conducting strikes, so, we do not encourage the workers to strike. But, we have to support the workers if they spontaneously come out on a strike."
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The CPI directed the provincial committees to work with zamindars, land lords and upper class for more production to meet the food crisis that erupted due to the war. As a result, Andhra unit of the party kept on hold, the peasant struggles. This can be seen from one of its reports, "We sent Kisan Sabha leaders to even Challapalli and Munagala zamindars to seek their co-operation for our 'grow more food' campaign, which we had been fighting tooth and nail till then." 15 Despite some reformist understandings, the Party fought against black marketers 16 and led Jathas' to the collect orate offices on behalf of riots. 17 The Andhra Communists branded the activities of APCSP, Forward Block and Ranga group as 'fifth columnists'. Many of these leaders were criticized in the party paper Prajashakti for opposing the given the responsibility of the Telangana front, where the class struggle was being conducted intensely. 28 The Second
Congress of the CPI was held in Calcutta from28th February to 6th March 1948. A 'New Line' was adopted in this conference. 
Telangana Way: Andhra Thesis
The Calcutta Conference extolled the Telangana struggle and raised the slogan "Telangana way is our way." It had declared all out support to the armed struggle of Telangana people. In the conference, the comrades from other parts of India promised that, they would start similar revolts in their states to strengthen the Telangana struggle, which would ultimately lead to country wide insurrection. 29 They argued that the Bolshevik Revolution could not be the model for India because, "Our revolution in many respects differs from the classical Russian Revolution, and is to a great extent similar to that of the Chinese Revolution. The perspective is not that of general strikes and general uprisings leading to the liberation of the rural side, but the dogged resistance and prolonged civil war in the form of an agrarian revolution culminating in the 
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A charge sheet against the communists was prepared, and Malabar special police was deployed in the region. 33 The
Congress Party also formed 'sevadals' to counter the Communist menance. 34 The victory of the Maoist line of peasant partisan warfare as the valid strategy of Indian revolution, for which, the Andhra Communists had so ardently fought was to be rather ephemeral. The base areas of the peasant guerrilla warfare in and around Telangana were virulently liquidated.
Thus, 'Agrarian Revolution' proved no more successful than 'urban insurrection.' 35 The dwindling position of the Guerrilla struggle in Andhra can be ascertained from several fortnightly reports. The 'Chinese path' of Andhra PC further depleted the Communist movement in Andhra.
With the series of ideological fallouts, the CPI and the CC members fell in introspection. It appointed a three men 
ORGANIZATIONAL AND IDEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCE
By the time of withdrawal of the Telengana armed struggle in 1951, severe differences existed between the legal cadre and underground cadre on the one hand, and Telangana leadership and Andhra leadership on the other hand.
P. Sundaraiah wrote a letter entitled "on our differences", "…The most important difference is on the question of how to fight back the efforts of the Congress Government and the landlords to evict the peasants from the lands they are cultivating. It is on this issue, that the sharpest differences have arisen in all places, and they became a daily feature, between Ravi Narayana Reddy group and the legal cadre on the one side and the underground cadre on the other." 36 The organizational differences went to the extent of functioning of Telangana and Andhra Committees, separately. About the differences in the Party, P. Sundaraiah stated, "already existing differences in the Party after 1955 elections in Andhra were further intensified. From 1953 onwards, on every occasion, quite divergent and opposite resolutions were introduced, somehow a compromise resolution would be passed, and every one used to twist it to their own language." 37 Finally, in
Palghat Conference in 1956, the CPI recognized India as an independent state and supported the democratic elements in the Congress Party. 38 However, ideological differences continued in the Vishalandra unit. This division continued till the Party's vertical split in 1964.
It is a fact that the spread of Communist Party in Andhra was largely due to the efforts of the predominantly young leadership, hailing from three upper castes such as: Kamma, Reddy and Brahmin. Scholars led by Selig Harrison attributes the origin of Communist Party in Andhra due to the caste rivalries for political supremacy between the Reddy's and Kammas. 39 G.S. Bhargava, who considerably contributed his study on Andhra Communists argues that, since the founding of the Andhra Communist Party in 1934, the Party leadership has been the property of a single sub caste, the Kamma landlords. 40 But, their articulation needs reinterpretation. In 1934, an organizing Committee was formed in Andhra with seven members. But, the caste position of these seven members did not support the arguments of G.S. Bhargava (see 
